
Infection Prevention Updates week of January 18, 2021

This call is not intended for the press or for reporting purposes. 



TB Tests & COVID-19 Vaccination Recommendations: 

• Due to updated CDC guidance regarding TB testing and COVID Vaccine, both the TST and blood assay 

need to be delayed until 4 weeks after the vaccine 2nd dose completion.

• The Office of Licensure and Certification recommends the provider document in the individual personnel or 

resident/patient record the rationale for not completing the TB testing timely. 

• The provider should complete and document a TB symptom screen and that the skin test will be done 4 

weeks after the vaccine series is completed.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
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NHSN Reporting of Antigen Testing Results 

CMS Guidance – “CMS-certified long-term care facilities may submit point-of-care SARS-CoV-2 testing 

data, including antigen testing data, to CDC’s National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN). This CDC- and 

CMS-preferred pathway to submit data to CDC’s NHSN applies only to CMS-certified long-term care 

facilities.”

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/covid-19-laboratory-data-reporting-guidance.pdf

CDC Guidance - ” CMS-certified long-term care facilities may submit point-of-care SARS-CoV-2 testing 

data, including antigen testing data, to CDC’s National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN). This CDC- and 

CMS-preferred pathway to submit data to CDC’s NHSN applies only to CMS-certified long-term care 

facilities. “

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/reporting-lab-data.html
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NHSN Reporting of Antigen Testing Results 

Entities Required to Report 

All laboratories—including laboratories, testing locations operating as temporary overflow or remote 

locations for a laboratory, and other facilities or locations performing testing at point of care or with at-home 

specimen collection related to SARS-CoV-21—shall report data for all testing completed, for each individual 

tested, within 24 hours of results being known or determined…

Required Data Elements

Test ordered (LOINC codes), ethnicity, ordering provider and NPI… Many others!

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/covid-19-laboratory-data-reporting-guidance.pdf
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NHSN Reporting of Antigen Testing Results 

Nursing Homes would have to do one of the following to be CARES Act compliant.

• Continue to use NHSN for laboratory testing Point of Care result reporting. – This is CDC and CMS’s 

preferred route of reporting.

- NHSN submits this data to the SD DOH

• For LTCF’s that have a way of reporting Point of Care testing results, AND all other CARES Act required 

fields to the SD DOH via a HL7 message (all required data elements are on page 2-5 of the following 

page - https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/covid-19-laboratory-data-reporting-guidance.pdf) they 

could work with their facilities IT department to ensure all elements are reported and received properly.

Coming Soon – The SD DOH disease reporting webpage is going to be updated to contain all the required 

CARES Act language to be compliant. This option would most likely be valuable for submission of small 

numbers of test results. https://apps.sd.gov/ph93morbidity/secure/index.aspx
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NHSN Reporting of Antigen Testing Results 

Nursing Homes would have to do one of the following to be CARES Act compliant. CONT…

• If your facility or system wants to move toward computer submission of antigen testing results to the SD 

DOH via HL7 messages please contact Caleb.VanWagoner@state.sd.us with the EPI team to get more 

information.

• Please know that this submission would likely require a robust EMR, along with facility IT support to 

ensure a CARES compliant HL7 message
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/long-term-care/faqs.html
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Laboratory Guidance



• SDPHL maintains significant stocks of supplies used for the collection of the following 
specimens:
− Nasal swab
− Nasopharyngeal swab
− Oropharyngeal swab
− Sputum

• Free available supplies include a variety of swab types (flocked, foam, etc.) and Remel 
M4RT medium (without beads)

• Requests for specimen collection supplies can be submitted to the following
− Laurie.Gregg@state.sd.us
− Tim.Southern@state.sd.us

Specimen Collection Supply Availability

mailto:Laurie.Gregg@state.sd.us
mailto:Tim.Southern@state.sd.us


QIAGEN QIAreach – EUA Withdrawn

• On January 20, 2021, QIAGEN withdrew from the Food and Drug 
Administration their EUA submission for the QIAreach SARS-CoV-2 
antigen test citing the need for additional data.

• QIAGEN plans to resubmit two separate EUA applications in 
February and March and will likely bring the QIAreach SARS-CoV-2 
antigen test to market in April.

• Given this development, SDPHL will not be able to place eHub 
devices and QIAGEN antigen tests in South Dakota.

• SDPHL will reevaluate SARS-CoV-2 antigen testing opportunities 
and needs in South Dakota in February.  



SARS-CoV-2 Antigen Testing:  Abbott BinaxNOW

• SDDOH continues to accept requests for BinaxNOW antigen cards
− Joan.Adam@state.sd.us
− Laurie.Gregg@state.sd.us
− Tim.Southern@state.sd.us

• Inquiries for BinaxNOW resources can also be directed to:
− Dorothy.Ahten@abbott.com

• Studies are emerging about the performance of BinaxNOW:
− Pollock et al 2021
− Perchetti et al 2020
− Pilarowski et al 2020

mailto:Joan.Adam@state.sd.us
mailto:Laurie.Gregg@state.sd.us
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https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.01.09.21249499v1.full
https://jcm.asm.org/content/early/2020/12/11/JCM.02880-20.long
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7654907/


• SDPHL now offers COVID-19 antibody testing.  
Criteria are as follows:

− Tests:  IgM; IgG
− Acceptable Specimen Types:  Serum or plasma
− Required Specimen Volume:  Minimum 1.5 ml
− Test Results:  Positive; Negative
− Turn-Around Time:  48-72 hours
− Cost:  Free while federal funds are available

• Please use the previously published SDPHL PUI 
Form when submitting specimens for SARS-CoV-2 
diagnostic testing. 

COVID-19 Testing Reminders…

https://doh.sd.gov/documents/news/COVID_SubmitterForm.pdf


**On January 7, CDC issued a “Dear Colleague Letter” that outlines processes for IGRA 
and TST for patients that may also receive a COVID mRNA vaccine.**

• For healthcare personnel or patients who require baseline TB testing (at onboarding 
or entry into facilities) at the same time they are to receive a COVID-19 mRNA 
vaccine, CDC recommends:
− Perform TB symptom screening on all healthcare personnel or patients.
− If using IGRA, draw blood prior to COVID-19 mRNA vaccination.
− If using TST, place prior to COVID-19 mRNA vaccination.
− If COVID-19 mRNA vaccination has already occurred, defer TST or IGRA until 4 

weeks after completion of 2-dose COVID-19 mRNA vaccination.

• Additional information can be found in CDC’s letter

Tuberculosis Screening and COVID-19 

https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/testing/healthcareworkers.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/basics/signsandsymptoms.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/publications/letters/covid19-mrna.html#:~:text=For%20healthcare%20personnel%20or%20patients,to%20COVID-19%20mRNA%20vaccination

